NEW   MEN-OLD   METHODS
I have preached the lesson of the failure of Spion
Kop time after time to all ranks.
The brigade is entirely free from non-military
troubles caused by wine and women, owing to the
absence of both: save beer as a regulated issue on
payment - we have not descended to the rationing
of women! Being in the wilderness ha^ Its com-
pensations. The men's health is better, and I am
spared the necessity of expending energy on futile
courts martial and preventive measures. I feel I can
now go home for ten days with confidence, as I have
succeeded in obtaining four first-class commanding
officers - Benzic and Piunkett to whom I have
already referred; Andrews, whom I aione? I think,
understand and who revels in war for the excitement's
sake and is adored by his men; and Kennedy, a
Scottish professor. All these men are without frills.
Another bad result of the war had become mani-
fest in the minds of men. Gross extravagance has
broken out in all ranks of society at home and in the
field. It is with the latter 1 am concerned, *Mere
boys of eighteen and upwards, who otherwise would
have been at school or the university, or learning
some profession or trade? were rushed into com-
missions, arfned with stars, cheque books and
authority, and often possessed of a quite erroneous
knowledge of the value of money or the value of the
things they imagined they had to do to keep up an